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SPECIAL REPORT

In Sardinia, volunteers are fighting back against
poachers who kill hundreds of thousands of
sangbirds every year, reports James Parry.

EVERY AUTUMN, THE idyitic

contrvside of Sardinia becomes
a killing ground for thonsanids
of birds, mostly blackbirds, sang
thrushes and robins. as they head
south from their breeding grounds
in central and northemn Furope
The extensive scrub,
or macchia, that cloaks
the hills and valleys
south and west of
Caglian, Sardinia’s

3m

Italian Leagise for Bird Protection
{LIPU) arganises camps of
velunteers o try 10 break this
iliegal trade. The camps are
headed by Giovanni Malara,
whose camipaign against the
shooting of raptors in Cilabria in
the [ar south of Ialy
helped to reduce the
anmnual death wall of
honey buzzards there
from 2,000 in the

capital, is the perfect nmhrw mid-1g98os to fewer
landfall for migrating m“&‘ than 200 in 2009.
birds seeking food and | byillegal trapping in With his team of
resting places as they Brescia in northern volunteers, mastly
fy in off the sea. laly every year. students and voung

But what awaits
them is far from welcoming. This
iz one of Burope’s conservation
hlﬂl.' L.SI-IJ'.'-. “IIL"H' vasl fun I]H'T?i
of banned traps and nets are used
o catch hirds for grive, a kind of
kebab that's a lacal speciality.

Such is the scale of the
!rL:IJE'_]Il-:"l that, EVETY YT the

This song
thrush was
dtined to be
turned into a
lacal dish.
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people drawn from
all over Italy, Malara i3 now trying
to achieve comparable success
in Sardinia, The campe start in
Woverher and run ] Janiary
coinciding with the main season
for southward-migrating thrushes

BBC Wildlife spenit two days
at a camp neéar the town of
Capolerra, the most impartant
centre for illegal trapping on
the island. There are said to be
100 poachers active locally, each
with his own “patch’ of thick
undergrowth, through which he
hacks narrow access pnll::;_

The valunleers organise
themsedves into teams of four or
five scourmg the hillsides unil
they discover a poacher’s ‘trail
and then destroy the traps and
nets he has set

The number of traps is
staggering: in one day, the
valunteers found more than 8co
devices, both on the ground and
meunted on branches. The traps

have nooses, made of horse
hair or nylon, that sre designed
to spare the birds around their
necks. Poachers also use rsm-long
nets, which they suspend across
fyways. The traps and nets are
aimed primanly at thrushes and
robins, but are indiscriminate in
the hirds they catch,

Though it remains legal in
Sardinia to shoot certamn bird

In one day, volunteers
found more than 800

devices on the ground
and on branches.

cl 2] years

becauss of the kmps cdofenac

SIS — imllldlllgﬂ'ﬂnwhﬂ -
the use of traps and nets was
outlawed on the island in rg78,
and vet the practice continues

Researcher Isabella Capurso
has identibed two main types
of poacher: older men “whe
gmﬂulmlg ll.Jppnj birds in the days
when it was still legal and jusi
haven't stopped” and a younger
generation, some of whom are
addicted to drugs or alcohel and
use the sale of birds to pay for
their habit.

Responsibility for combating
poaching lies with the Fores:
Ranger and Environmental
Surveillance Corps, but there are
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Save our seabirds

eds to stan protecting its seabirds from
e frshing practices in the way that ac
taburn in the Southern Ocean, according to the RSPB

year, 2n estimated 200,000 seabirds are killed by longline
and trawl fishing operations in Europsan walers.

still thousands of traps littering
the hillsides around Capoterra.

A former head of the carps,
Carle Boni, explained why more
15 1ot dore 1o deal wath the

sinmtion. “[ do not think that bird-
trapping i% our main problem,” he

said. “The truth is that for rnany
trappers, it is their livelihood. It is
illegal and has to be stopped, but
without extreme reactions.”

The attitude of some local
politicians is equally equivocal. In
acafy, Alberto Sanna, president
of the Regional Council of
Sardinia, criticised the actions
ol the valunteers. *1t is difhoult
to understand the excessive
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Trap®are set up on
awian Mightways and ane
indiscriminate about
which birds they catch

obstinacy against bird trapping
af those who are trying to wipe
out centunes-ald tradibons by
removing the traps,” he said.
Malara estimates that at least
yoo,000 birds are being killed
illegally every year, but the camps
are making a difterence. “The
poachers are not used to being
challenged like this,” he said. “We
have destroyed so many traps and
saved thousands of birds, | hope
thie cormer is now h'..'lf'nl.:_ humed.”

[FURTHER INFORMATION

More informaltian aboul the |talian

League for Hird Protection
waw lipu-uk.omg

Dwindlingsaiga ... . . . . . ...

Tha number of eakgs antelopa laft in
Lazakhstan, the species’ st stronghold
ere were an eslimated Tm s
] ching hor meat and horms has lelt
' cificially classified as Critically Endang

MARK CARWARDIN
WILD THOUGHTS

Last night, | asked a group of friends i they could give me
a fiw examples af the likely impacts of dimate change on
wildlife (I'm a lot of fun in the pub), Not surprisimgly, they
came up with just ene: malnourished polar bears. An coni
species, affected by the simple stor of melting ice, the pola
I=ar hias come to symbolise the whole problem.

But a repart just published by the IUCN's Red List of
Threatened Species, Species and Climate Change, shows just
howe much of an impact it is Ekely to have on all kinds of
wildlife. | thought the science and politics behind climate
change itself were complicated enough, but the report show
just how subtle, unpredictable and downright convoluted
iy of its impm;.b. are likely ti be.,

Take the koala, for ecrmple. Australia's favourite marsupi
is likely to be affected in two ways. First. increasing levels of
carbon dicsdde will reduce the nutritional quality of its food
= Ewcalyptus leaves are
already poor quality,
and the koalas have to
cal vasl quantities o
survive, so they may nol
be able to cope with a
further decline.

Second, es the intensity
and frequency of droughts
increases, the koalas
are likely 1o spend more
time on the ground in

Up agum tree: koalas may be badh
search of water and new  @Mected by climate change.
sources of food, and this

wakes them particularly  1hE Feport shows how

vulnerable to predators  sybtle, unpredictable and

and to being hitby ars. — daunriaht convoluted mar

Elsewhere, the impact : 1
of global warming i just of the impacts of climate
as whimsical, As seawater Change are Likely to be
turms more acidic, for
instance, it will become harder for clownfish to find their
hesst anemones by smedl; this could be disastrous, sinee the
rely on anemones for protection.

Meanwhile, rising sea levels and inoreased stoom activity
are destroving the nesting habitats of leatherback turthes,
while hakoes in emperature may lead 1o an increase in the
number of fernales relative to males

And soit goes on.

Species and Chimate Change is scary, We all know that
climate change is poing to have a big impact on wildlife - b
trying to predict exactly how is another matter altogether.
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